
LAKEWOOD CITY COUNCIL 
STUDY SESSION MINUTES 
Monday, December 13, 2021  
City of Lakewood  
https://www.youtube.com/user/cityoflakewoodwa    

    Telephone via Zoom: +1(253)215-8782 
 Participant ID: 868 7263 2373 

________________________________________________________________

CALL TO ORDER 

Deputy Mayor Whalen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Councilmembers Present:  6 – Deputy Mayor Jason Whalen; Councilmembers 
Mary Moss, Mike Brandstetter, Patti Belle, Linda Farmer and Paul Bocchi. 

Councilmember Excused: 1 – Mayor Don Anderson. 

SWEARING-IN CEREMONY 

Municipal Court Judge Lisa Mansfield conducted the Oath of Office for Patti Belle. 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION: 

Review of 3rd Quarter (2021) Financial Report. 

Deputy City Manager Kraus provided an overview of activity in all funds through 
September 30, 2021. Discussion ensued.  

Review of Memorandum of Understanding with Rotary Club of Lakewood 
related to the Fort Steilacoom Park Pavilion.  

Parks, Recreation and Community Services Director Dodsworth shared that 
proposed Memorandum of Understanding outlines the special use for Rotary Club 
of Lakewood to use the Pavilion at Fort Steilacoom Park. She shared that 1 ½ days 
of use of the facility have been allocated per the agreement.  Discussion ensued.   

Special Events and Public Art Update. 

Recreation Coordinator Martinez highlighted special events that took place this year 
and the events anticipated in 2022. She then shared photos of the signal box wraps 
that have been completed throughout the city. Discussion ensued.  
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Pierce County Comprehensive Plan to End Homelessness Update.  

Planning Manager Speir reported that the Pierce County Council adopted a Resolution 
establishing a Comprehensive Plan to End Homelessness Ad Hoc Committee to develop 
an action plan for the purpose of completing a comprehensive plan to end homelessness 
by the end of 2021 and to increase capacity homelessness units in order to end street 
homelessness.  She shared that on December 7th a presentation was made to the Pierce 
County Human Services Committee which summarized the plan and recommended six 
goals. She reviewed each of goals of the plan, which creates a Unified Regional Office of 
Homelessness, ensures interventions are effective for all populations, prevents 
homelessness; ensures adjacent systems address the needs of people in the 
community and expands the permanent housing system. She spoke about costs and 
savings associated with the plan.   

She shared that the Pierce County Council’s Human Services Committee is expected to 
reach out to local governments to discuss the creation of the Unified Regional Office and 
seek interest and support for implementation efforts. Discussion ensued.  

ITEMS TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR THE DECEMBER 20, 2021 REGULAR 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  

1. Proclamation recognizing contributions made to the Hindu diaspora
and community.

2. Authorizing the execution of an interlocal agreement for
Comprehensive Solid and Hazardous Waste Management Planning
within Pierce County. – (Motion – Consent Agenda)

3. Authorizing the execution of a collective bargaining agreement with
Teamsters. – (Motion – Consent Agenda)

4. Relating to contracting indebtedness; providing for the issuance, sale
and delivery of not to exceed $12,200,000 aggregate principal amount
of limited tax general obligation bonds to provide funds to finance a
portion of the City’s capital improvement program projects and the
costs of issuance of the bonds; fixing or setting parameters with
respect to certain terms and covenants of the bonds; appointing the
City’s designated representative to approve the final terms of the sale
of the bonds; and providing for other related matters. – (Ordinance –
Regular Agenda)

5. Relating to the approval of projects to be funded with revenue
generated by the City of Lakewood’s Transportation Benefit District. –
(Ordinance – Regular Agenda)

6. Creation of Tree Preservation Ad hoc Committee. – (Resolution –
Regular Agenda)
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7. Approving the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) program
expenditures. – (New Business – Regular Agenda)

REPORTS BY THE CITY MANAGER 

City Manager Caulfield reported that the Chambers Creek Canyon Trail Ribbon 
Cutting Ceremony will take place on Saturday, December 18, 2021 at 11:00 a.m. 

Public Employment Relations Commission (PERC) Notice of Compliance. 

Attorney Mike Bolasina, Summit Law, shared that an Unfair Labor Practice (LPIG) 
complaint was filed by the Lakewood Police Independent Guild (LPIG) in May, 
2019. He then reviewed four claims that were alleged in the ULP complaint and 
shared that after several continuances and delays, the hearing took place in April 
and May of 2021. He reported that PERC ruled in favor of the city on three claims 
and in favor of LPIG on one claim. He shared that the City must post a notice for 
sixty days in the break room at the Police Station, read the notice at a City Council 
meeting and attach the notice to the minutes of this meeting. Mr. Bolasina then 
read the following:    

The Washington State Public Employment Relations Commission (PERC) 
conducted a legal proceeding, issued a ruling that the City of Lakewood committed 
an unfair labor practice and order that this notice be posted to employees. We 
unlawfully refused to bargain with the designated representatives of the Lakewood 
Police Independent Guild to remedy our unfair labor practice. We will upon request 
negotiate in good faith with the Lakewood Police Independent Guild and its 
designated representatives. We will not in any other manner interfere with, restrain 
or coerce employees in the exercise of their collective bargaining rights under the 
laws of the State of Washington.   

CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Councilmember Brandstetter spoke about the holiday season, positive comments 
he has heard from the community and shared that he is looking forward to 2022.   

Councilmember Moss complimented city staff for the events and work they have 
accomplished this year.   

Councilmember Farmer complimented city staff for the events that were held this 
year and thanked those who volunteered at the Reverse Holiday Parade. She 
reported that SSHA3P held their first meeting last week, Tacoma Mayor Woodards 
was elected as Chair and Fircrest Mayor George as Vice Chair and there was also 
discussion of the future work plan. She also shared that Lakewood United will hold 
a general membership meeting tomorrow morning to talk about its future and 
encouraged those interested to attend.  
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Councilmember Belle shared that she is excited and happy to be Sworn-In today. 

Deputy Mayor Whalen shared that last week he attended Pierce County Chamber 
of Commerce Public Officials Reception and the Reverse Holiday Parade. He 
shared that he attended the Clover Park School District Board meeting where newly 
elected officials were sworn into office. After discussion, the City Council will plan to 
congratulate new members at the next CPSD Board meeting under Council 
Remarks rather than send letters.  

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:22 p.m. 

_____________________________________ 
JASON WHALEN, DEPUTY MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

____________________________ 
BRIANA SCHUMACHER 
CITY CLERK 






